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Abstract:

The capabilities approach is used to assess R.A. 7910 or the Magna Carta on Women potential
for contributing to human development in the Philippines. Sen argues that inequality
evaluation must be undertaken in the space of capabilities. The Magna Carta on Women
identifies two sources of inequality and these are discrimination and marginalization. The law
identifies rights entitlements in response to these inequalities as well as the provision of social
protection to address vulnerability. The difference between the two approaches is that human
rights are ethical demands while freedoms in the sense of capabilities characterize the
conditions of persons. In addition, there is an absence of reference in the Magna Carta on
Women to care and the caring nature of society, which has been argued as essential to gender

justice. On these two counts, the Magna Carta falls short of what the capabilities approach
hopes to see in pursuing human development.
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